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Condition Check one Check one 

-excellent -deteriorated -unaltered 1Loriginal site 

-good ruins altered -moved date N /A 

-fair -unexposed 


Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Shaded by ancient oaks and facing westward towards a v i s ta  of the Blue Ridge Mountains, 
Greenwood, a small y e t  elegant ear ly  19th-century plantation house, is  s e t  i n  the middle of a 
small farm on the ou tsk i r t s  of the town of Culpeper, Yirginia, b u t  within the town l imi t s ,  i n  
an area which i s  f a s t  becoming urbanized. The house i s  located j u s t  ea s t  of U. S. R t .  15 South. 
The present acreage (50.3) i s  the residue of what was formerly a plantation of 900 acres,  
assembled by Judge John7i l l i ams  Green between 1813 and the ear ly  1820s. W i t h  the exception 
of 40 years, from 1909 t o  1950, the  house has remained in  the hands of Green descendants. 
While Green f ao i ly  legend g i y e r  .a [re-Reyo1 utionary :date t p  ! t he  .hpuse, y c h i t e c t u ~ a l .  resegrch . .- 
and county.records iildicqte- t h % t .t e . q l d e s t  section of ' t he  'houge;"the: 1. 1/2-stoliystrucii1re 
that  now forms the center block of the f ron t ,  or  west facade, da tes f rom a.per iod between the 
l a t e  18th century and f i r s t  two decades of the  49th century ... :The wings (whic.h give the f ron t  
facade of the house its f i.ve-part plan.) and the re&r,..:or east, dining room .tea,.were completed 
i n  1.824. The nominated acreags includes one conbributing building. . . .~~ 

... . ... 
A R C H I T E C T ~ A LAWLYSIS . . ' 

The original  section of Greenwood i s  the 1 112-story s t ruc ture  which now forms the center 
block of the f ive-par t  front(west)  facade. An exact building date and the original  usage of 
t h i s  section cannot be established, although i t s  exceptianally heavy foundation framing, hall-
and-parlor plan, nd steep roof make a building date of the  l a t e  18th century o r  ear ly  19th 
century probable. '7 - Like the 1823-24 addit ion,  t h i s  section i s  of heavy frame, covered with 
weatherboarding (portions of the original beaded weatherboarding remain on a l l  the older sec- 
t ions of the -house. 1: - The rosf is .  o f  a fair.1.y steep pi tch,  and a box cornice i s  present. 
Gable en$ chimneys, l a id  in common bond, have stepped shoulders and free-standing stacks. 
Exterior window ,trim, is. to ta l . ly .p la in ,  and, ,ql.l, wi'ndows have six-over-six 1 ights.  The "front is-  
piece" entrance surrounding the f ron t  door was added, according t o  a W.P.A. survey of 1937, in 
the ear ly  20th cen..tury..- The s t ruc ture  is s e t  on a low uncoursed,-fieldstone .foundation approxi- 
mately two f e e t  thick.  A root c e l l a r ,  par t  of which i s  now used a s  a furnace room, i s  present 
under the ent i re .  s,ec,tion. : . ,  .... , . .  

This section i s  now, and apparently always has been, on'a &ll-and-par~or plan. The w-

pgseclstructure ,yizib.le- i n  .%thec e l  1 ~ ~ ' a ~ e q : d n d e ~ - . - t i i e . h ~ u s e : ' ~ n d f c a t e s . 
t he t  the .  en € i re c e n t r a l  
sect ion.was.bui l t  a t  one t i m e ;  'There a r e  no indications of l a t e r  construcfi 'or!or additions 
within the central  sect ion,  other than the lowering of the  f loor  i n  the  south portion of the 
ce l l a r  t o  allow the ins ta l la t ion  of a furnace in the mid-20th century. The original  root 
c e l l a r  consisted of a, crawl spqce approximately 4 f e e t  high. The original  c e l l a r  wind~ws aye 
now blocked b u t  some -of ,the.ori.gi.na;l frames Of .theseiwindows s t i l l  e x i s t ,  some w i t h  the hori- 
zontal bars s t i l l  in  place. The foundations, s i l l s , and  j o i s t s  of the l a t e r  addit ions a r e  
v i s ib le  from t h i s  section.  Both the foundation (which differs-from tha t -o f  a l l  other sections 
i n  t ha t  i t  i s  of stone) and the s i l l  and j o i s t s  of t h i s  section a r e  much more massive than 
those of the l a t e r  sections,  

, . (see continuation sheet 81) 

FOOTNOTE #1: A1 though no building value i s  shown f o r  the Greenwood t r a c t  p r i ~ rt~ the 1825 

Land Tax Book, Judge John W. Green i s  shown residing "on the 1and"in the 1824 Land T a x  Book, 

and a small building such as the central  (o r ig ina l )  portion of Greenwood could well have 

escaped valuation. A t  the time, i t  was common pract ice  for  the Commissioners of Revenue for  

Culpeper and surrounding counties not to  note buildings ia lned a t  l e s s  than $100.00(whSch 

could, given the valuations of the era ,  include a house the s i z e  of the original  section of 

Greenwood ) . , , ,  , - I (  ' 




8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
-prehistoric -archeology-prehistoric -community planning -landscape architecture- religion 
-1400-1499 -archeology-historic -conservation -law -science 
-lSO(r1599 2agriculture -economics literature -sculpture 
-1600-1699 -aarchitecture -education -military -social1 
-1700-1799 -art -engineering -music humanitarian 


1800-1899 -commerce -explorationisettlement -philosophy -theater 

-1900- -communications -industry -politicsigovernment transportation 


-invention -other (specify) 


Specific dates BuilderiArchitect N 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) \ - - - I 


STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
. 
Greenwood, s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  town of ~ u l p e p e r  i n  an prea of i n tense  development, i s  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  as a h a l l - p a r l o r  vernacu lar  farmhouse, l a t e r  expanded t o  make a 
commodious county seat. Dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  19 th  century  many wealthy, i n f l u e n t i a l  men of t h e  
western Piedmont contented thenselyes w i t h  smal l ,  y e t  f a i r l y  e legant  p l a n t a t i o n  dwel l ings.  
B u i l t  ca. 1823-24 by John Wi l l iams Green, Judge of t h e  V i r g i n i a  Supreme Court  o f  Appeals, 
Greenwood i s  one o f  t h e  f i nes t ,  and c e r t a i n l y  t h e  bes t  preserved, houses of t h i s  type i n  the  
area. The f i v e - p a r t  p l a n  of t h e  facade, i n  t h e  medium of 1 1/2-and 1 - s t o r y  sect ions,  i l l u s -
t r a t e s  how a standard vernacular  t ype  evolved t o  form a formal, f i y e - p a r t  house. The i n t e r i o r  
o f  the house has been 1 ittle changed s ince  t h e  e a r l y  19 th  century  withf'great p o r t i o n  o f  e a r l y  
woodwork remaining. I n  1825 Greenwood rece ived as v i s i t o r s  t h e  Marquis de Lafayet te and 
former Pres ident  James Monroe du r ing  La fayet te 's  ce lebra ted  t o u r  as "guest of the  nat ion."  
During the  C i v i l  War Federal t roops  occupied t h e  house and p l a n t a t i o n  and emplaced a cannon 
on the  lawn. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

John Wi l l iams Green (Noy. 9, 1781 - Feb. 4, 1834), , l a te r  Judge of t h e  Y i r g i n i a  Supreme. 
Court  o f  Appeals, began t o  assemble t h e  Greenwood t r a c t  i n  1813. Judge Green was a great -  
grandson of Robert Green, one ~f t h e  e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e r s  i n  what i s  now Culpeper County. A l -
though Green fami ly  t r a d i t i o n  h ~ l d s  t h a t  Judge Green's parents, W i l l i am and Lucy Wi l l iams 
Green,I1went t o  l i y e  a t  Greenwood" a f t e r  t h e i r  mar r iage i n  1780, no documentary eyidence has 
been found l i n k i n g  t h e  Green o r  W i l l i ~ s  fan l i l ies  w i t h  any p o r t i o n  of t h e  present  Greenwood 
prQper ty  p r i o r  t o  1801. The reference t o  t h e  couple 1 i y i n g  a t  Greenwood may poss ib l y  r e f e r  
t o  another t r a c t  of  Green l and  (Wi l l i am Green was deeded seyeral  hundred acres on t h e  
Gourdvine R ive r  by h i s  fa ther ,  Col. John Green, i n  1782) o r  perhaps may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  
couple l i v e d  on Cedar Farnj, t h e  Wi l l iams e s t a t e  near what l a t e r  became the Greenwood proper ty  
o f  John W. Green. 

W i l l i am Green was l o s t  on t h e  b r i g  "Defiance" i n  1782, when t h e  s h i p  apparent ly  went down 
w i t h  a l l  hands. A prolonged search by t h e  fami ly ,  .and b y  t h e  ,American government, which ex- 
tended even t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Barbary P i ra tes ,  f a i l e d  t o  t u r n  up 
any t race  o f  Capt. Green.. A f te r  h i s  disappearance, t h e  guardianship o f  h i s  i n f a n t  son, John 
Wi l l iams Green, was assumed by t h e  c h i l d ' s  uncle, W i l l i am Clay ton  Wi l l iams.  

I n  1811, John Wi l l iams Green and h i s  wife, Mary ( t h e  former Mary Brown o f  S t a f f o r d  
County whom he marr ied  Dec. 24, 1805), and John's  mother, Lucy Wi l l iams Green, then a l l  
r e s i d i n g  i n  Freder icksbur  , s o l d  the  p rope r t y  of W i l l i am Green, dec., on  t h e  Gourdvine River .  
Two years l a t e r ,  John W. !reen, s t i l l  a r e s i d e n t  of Fredericksburg, began t o  accumulate the  
t r a c t s  which would eyen tuq l l y  c o n s t i t u t e  Greenwood, purchasing a t r a c t  o f  543 acres from h i s  
uncles, W i l l i a m  c. and Isaac H. Wil l iams, and a t r a c t  of 165 acres from t h e  e s t a t e  o f  Richard Y. 
Wiggenton. . A d d i t i o n a l  t r a c t s  o f  123 acres and 80 acres, assessed t o  Lucy Wi l l iams Green, then 
a l s o  l i v i n g  i n  Fredericksburg, appear i n  t h e  1813 Land Books (probably t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  her  through 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n  sheet #3)  
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 50.3 a c r e s  

Quadrangle name 3- and Culpeper West, Va. Quadrangle scale I:24000 
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evalirated significance of this property within the state is: 

-national 2.state -local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-

665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in Register and certify that i t  has been evaluated 

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by Park Service. ,, 


State Historic Preservation Officer signature 
H. Bryan M i t c h e l l ,  D i rec to r  


title Division of B i s t o r i c  Landnarks ateSenternher 28, 1985 


For NPS use only 

Ihereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 


Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: r l m t ~  

Chief of Registration 
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7. Architectural Analysis (continued) 


Of the two rooms on the main floor of this section, only the present living 
room (the north room) has old woodwork remaining, apparently dating from, or shortly 
before, the enlarging of the house in 1823-24. The ceiling is high, approximately 
10 feet. Walls are plastered, with a simple molded cornice. A chair rail, paneled 
wainscoting, and a baseboard are all present. the chair rail is a simple molding 
above, with a triple bead on the bottom piece; The wainscoting consists of plain 
panels and stiles, without molding or beading. The baseboard is reeded, with a 
simple bead on top. The room contains a typical Piedmont Federal mantel, with paneled 
pilasters, a reeded frieze with a plain raised oval cartouche in the center tablet, 
and a tightly molded mantel shelf. The entablature of the pilasters is broken out 
from the molding. There are closets on either side of the fireplace. All windows 
and doors in this section have architrave trim on the interiors. The present front 
door is an obviously later renovation or addition, as it is 6" taller than the other 
doors (closet doors and rear door) in the room, and the trim has been cut unevenly 
to accommodate its placement almost directly against the interior wall. A 2" section 
of the chair rail has been placed between the door frame and the corner of the room 
in an effort to tie the door to the woodwork in the rest of the room. A fanlight 
over the door is capped with a wooden keystone. 

The south room of the old section, now a bedroom, has had much of its original 

woodwork replaced. Originally, this room may have been similar to the living (north) 

room, including closets on either side of the fireplace (one closet remains); however, 

the original plan has been altered by the addition of a wall in the north side of 

the room to separate the bedroom from the entrance to the enclosed stairs leading 

to the upstairs. 


No indication of any original communication between the first-floor rooms exists. 

It appears that reaching another room entailed going outside, -into what is now a 

small hall, but was then a porch of some kind. Lack of internal communication between 

rooms was a common feature of some Piedmont houses from the 18th century right up 

to the 20th century. 


The enclosed stair to the upper story is a narrow passage paneled with wide 

horizontal boards. A small window, originally for illumination of the stairway, 

is set in the east wall, now looking out into the small hall. The upper story consists 

of two nearly identical rooms on either side of the stairway. Walls are plastered, 

with plain baseboards and simple chair rails. Mantels are unelaborate, consisting 

of a cyma-reversa and cyma-recta molding under a plain mantel shelf in the south 

bedroom and a similar mantel with a torus molding on the mantel shelf in the north 

bedroom. The rear (east) dormers are narrow and appear original, while the front 

(west) dormers have been widened and semicircular Victorian trim added to give the 

windows a round-headed appearance. 


The foundation visible from the cellar of the house indicates that the small 

east hall was added next, possibly to give internal access between the rooms of 

the original section. The addition of the wings and dining room in 1823-4 was made 

so as to produce a five-part plan, with the dining room tee hidden behind the small 


(See Continuation Sheet 12) 
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7. Architectural Analysis (continued) 


east hall. The foundations of these ca. 1824 sections are all laid in 4-course 

American bond, and all these sections have the same medium roof pitch, the same 

box cornice, and symmetrical fenestration. All windows have nine-over-six lights 

and architrave trim inside and out. The first one-story additions, flanking the 

old section, are placed flush with the center section; the end, smaller wings have 

a 6-foot setback from the other front sections, flush with the rear (east) wall, 

and are set approximately 2' lower than the other sections, thus, with the smaller 

windows in the additions, giving the illusion of diminishing scale of the wings. 

The inner wings now serve as bedrooms; the end wings as closet and bath space. 

ihe woodwork in all of these rooms is similar. The paneling and chair rail in the 

extreme south bedroom (now the master bedroom) are identical to those in the living 

room, probably indicating the renovation of the old section at the time of the 1823-4 

additions. The Federal mantel in the master bedroom has fluted pilasters, a reeded 

frieze, and another closely molded mantel shelf. The woodwork in the other rooms 

of the addition, and the small hall, is similar, although there are slight variations 

within the work in each room. Wainscoting is simple stile-and-rail paneling; beaded 

baseboards and chair rails in various simple moldings exist throughout. The mantel 

in the north bedroom has reeded pilasters, again with the tight molding on the mantel 

shelf. The dining room mantel is less elaborate in comparison with the other mantels, 

having no reeding and only a lightly molded mantel shelf. A built-in cupboard flanking 

the dining room fireplace is original; a similar storage area may have once been 

located on the other side of the fireplace, which area is now the access to the 

new kitchen/family roomwing. 


Later additions to the house are a Victorian porch on the northeast side of 

the house, enclosed in the 20th century and now a den; the large bathroom on the 

southeast side of the house; and the kitchenlfamily room, added in the mid-20th 

century, on the extreme east (rear) end of the house. To complement the early 19th- 

century woodwork in the older portions of the house, these are furnished with late 

19th-and early 19th-century antiques and period furniture. The old smokehouse is 

located south of the house. Barns, apparently of late 19th-century vintage, are 

located some distance northeast of the house. Both house and grounds are maintained 

in excellent condition. 


6. ---Representation In Existing Surveys 


( 2 )  Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory 

1958 Federal 

Library of Congress 

Washington, DC 
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inher i tance,  as no deed f o r  t h i s  l and  i s  recorded i n  t h e  Culpeper records . )  By t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
year,  Lucy W. Green was deceased, and t h e  t r a c t s  a r e  charged t o  her son, John W. Green. A l l  
the  t r a c t s  a r e  descr ibed as being "near the  Courthouse" "2 (mi les)  S(outh)."  

John Green cont inued t o  accummulate l a n d  ho ld ings  bo th  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of Culpeper Court- 
house and a t  o the r  p o i n t s  i n  t h e  county. Land Books i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he remained a r e s i d e n t  o f  
Freder icksburg u n t i l  1823. I n  t h e  1824 Land Book he i s  l i s t e d  as l i v i n g  "on t h e  land" ( i . e . ,  
t h e  l and  near the  Courthouse--the Greenwood t r a c t .  ) It should be noted t h a t  no dwe l l i ngs  a r e  
mentioned i n  any o f  t h e  deeds t o  John W. Green f o r  t h i s  t r a c t ,  and i t  i s  impossib le t o  deduce 
from the  deed d e s c r i p t i o n  t h e  s p e c i f i c  t r a c t  on which t h e  present  house would be located;  
s i m i l a r l y ,  no b u i l d i n g s  a r e  i nd i ca ted  on any o f  t h e  t r a c t s  o f  Greenwood i n  the  1824 Land Book, 
a1 though a small b u i l d i n g  (i.e., t h e  nucleus o f  t h e  present  house) may have escaped va lua t ion .  
(see foo tno te  #1 under " A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Ana lys is " . )  Since Judge Green was l i v i n g  on the  land, 
a small d w e l l i n g  o f  some t ype  must have been ex tan t  by t h i s  t ime. The fo l l ow ing  year,  the  
four t r a c t s  which comprised Greenwood were combined i n t o  a s i n g l e  t r a c t  o f  832 1/2 acres, 
w i t h  a b u i l d i n g  va lue  o f  $660.00 given, i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  cons t ruc t i on  o f  most o f  t h e  present 
Greenwood house between 1823-24. 

The f o l l o w i n g  year ,  on August 24, 1825, La fayet te ,  h i s  son, former Pres ident  James Monroe, 
and o the r  d i g n i t a r i e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  county esco r t  who had met t h e  p a r t y  a t  the  Culpeper county 
l i n e  and accompanied them t o  t h e  county seat )  were en te r ta ined  a t  a recep t i on  a t  Greenwood. 
The p a r t y  had come t o  Culpeper fo l l ow ing  a v i s i t  w i t h  James Madison a t  "Montpel ier"  i n  Orange 
County. Before proceeding on t o  Culpeper Courthouse, t h e  Marquis was f o r m a l l y  presented t o  
h i s  escor t  o f  honor on t h e  lawn a t  Greenwood. This  event has been recorded i n  a number o f  
pub l i ca t i ons  and w r i t i n g s  and a re-enactment o f  L a f a y e t t e ' s  v i s i t  was he ld  a t  Greenwood 100 
years l a t e r .  The occasion i s  a l s o  recorded on a ,  h i s t o r i c a l  marker placed near t h e  entrance 
t o  Greenwood on U. S. R t .  15 South. (Marker p laced by Conservat ion and Development Commission, 
1929.) 

A f t e r  Judge Green's death i n  1834, t h e  Greenwood t r a c t ,  by then 910 acres, was acqui red 
by one o f  h i s  sons, John Cooke Green, a son o f  Judge Green by h i s  second w i fe ,  M i l l i o n  Cooke, 
a granddaughter  o f  George Mason of "Gunston H a l l " ,  wtiom he had marr ied  October 2, 1817. Upon 
John C.  Green's death i n  1860, a p ro jec ted  sa le  of t h e  p rope r t y  (adyer t i sed i n  the  Richmond 
Enquirer August 7, 1860) was cancel led.  The widow Green and her  two small daughters remained 
a t  the  house through t h e  C i v i l  War, i n c l u d i n g  the  pe r iod  of occupat ion of the  p rope r t y  by 
Federal t roops, du r ing  which t ime the  lawn i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  house was used as a cannon emplace- 
ment, t h e  trenches o f  which a r e  s t i l l  v i s i b l e .  Mention o f  t h e  guns "on t h e  Greenwood h i l l "  
i s  made by Maj. Daniel  Grimsley o f  the  6 t h  V i r g i n i a  Cavalry i n  h i s  memoirs. 

The proper ty  remained i n  t h e  hands o f  t h e  widow o f  John C. Green u n t i l  1909, when i t  was 
so ld  as two t r a c t s  o f  204 and 32 acres, respec t i ve l y .  The proper ty ,  w i t h  the  acreage s t e a d i l y  
being reduced, passed through several  owners i n  t h e  20th century, be fore  be ing  acqui red by  
James Wi l l iams Green, f a t h e r  of t h e  present  owner ( d i r e c t  descendants of Judge John W. Green) 
i n  1950. 
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10. Justification Of Boundary And Acreage 


The entire 50.3 acre tract of Greenwood has been nominated to provide a scenic 

rural setting for what was built as a county dwelling. The property is located 

entirely within the town limits of Culpeper, making it an important tract of open 

space within a fast-growing community. The house is sited towards the western end 

of the tract on the edge of a ridge with views down a slope to the east to a pond 

and countryside in the distance. Housing developments have sprung up across Route 

15 to the west. 


The property as described in the deed has been amended and now can be 
described as beginning at a point set back about 70' from E side of B-R 15, about 2,800' 
NE of exit ramp from U.S. 15-29; thence extending about 2,650' SE; thence about 1,175' 
N, paralleling Southern Railroad; thence about 400' W, then about 100' NE: thence about 
1,440' NW; thence about 430' SW, then about 190' NW, then about 170' NE, then about 
230' NW to 70' set back from B-R 15; then about 750' SW, paralleling said routeto point 
of origin. 






